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19. We shall not comment on the return which we have received
for our endeavours and unremitted exertions to relieve thjs distresses of
the settlement of Fort St. George in this place, as we have been very full
in our letter from the Political Department, and therefore refer you to
that letter.

In our address of the 23rd ultimo, we advised you of the mea-
sures we had adopted in consequence of a scarcity of grain, caused by the
uncommon drought which had prevailed in the upper provinces for some
time past, and of the appointment of a committee for the purpose of
superintending the sale, distribution and price of grain.

si.   This committee, consisting of Messrs. Thomas Graham, George
Gumming, George Templer and Thomas Law,  assembled on  the sist

ultimo,  and after obtaining the fullest information,
Consultation sth       so ^o^t a period would admit, respecting the August

harvest and the state of the December crops reported
the same to us. They also reported the tonnage secured for the exporta-
tion of grain, which appears by their letter to be upwards of eleven
hundred thousand maunds.

As the exportation of so large a quantity of rice would deprive
us of the means of subsisting near nine hundred thousand men for the
space of three months, which may be estimated as the
Pro^aWe duration of the scarcity should a famine
actually exist, of which there were more threatening
appearances than ever from the apprehended failure of the December
crop, we resolved to make the embargo on the exportation of rice by sea
general and total, accordingly published it to the whole settlement and
revoked our resolution admitting a free exportation beyond the provinces.
i
23.    At this time  the Hasting*  (Captain Jameson),  Busbridge and
Earl of Chesterfield lay loaded and ready for sea.   Each of these ships
had on  board rice which  the commanders represented  could  not  be
relanded without occasioning great detention in their departure, as well
as great loss to themselves.   The Hastings had on board twelve thousand
bags which Captain Jameson was carrying down to Fort St. George in
virtue of his contract, the Busbridge five thousand bags, and the Chester-
field nearly that quantity, a great part of which belongs to the Company
and was put on board long ago to be landed for the garrison of Man-
galore.
24.    After taking the particular situation of these ships into consi-
deration, for all of them were actually loaded previous to the embargo,
we resolved that they should be exempt from it on condition that Captain
Jameson bound himself to deliver, upon oath, every bag that went in his
ship at his contract rate to the President and Council of Fort St. George.
Captain Tod engaged, in like manner, to deliver all his at the market
price and Captain Boswell has also pledged himself to land for the